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Broken Idols
1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: This week’s session focused on two different types of idolatry. The first, more obvious 
type of idolatry, occurs when we put anything in our lives before God. The foolish nature of 
this type of idolatry is clearly illustrated when the Philistines capture the ark of the covenant 
and place it next to a statue of Dagon, one of their false Gods, only to find it bowing down to 
the ark with its head and hands severed the next morning. The second type of idolatry in this 
story is more subtle. In 1 Samuel 5, God sovereignly allowed for the ark to be captured and for 
the Israelites to fall in battle to the Philistines. Israel had been treating the ark like a good luck 
charm that would ensure military victories for them. In other words, they had fallen prey to 
a subtler form of idolatry—they had envisioned God as less than He is, someone they could 
control. God is no tool. He is holy, set apart, perfectly just, good, and wise. This means rather 
than trying to use God to get what we want, we must submit all that we are and all that we 
have to God for His use.

Challenge your student to consider which of these two types of idolatry he or she tends to give 
in to more often. Spend some time praying together asking God to reveal the idols in your hearts 
so that you might turn away from them. Ask God to help you submit all that you are and all 
that you have to His plans and glory.

CENTRAL TRUTH
We serve an all powerful God. He alone is worthy of worship.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: God is not a good luck charm. We cannot just look to Him when we want Him to do 

something for us. He is worthy of our worship at all times. If we are honest, sometimes we struggle 
with placing other things before God. To fight this tendency, we must remember God’s greatness, 
power, and glory. He demands and deserves our complete worship, which is not merely singing 
praise, but living holy lives.

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Samuel 6:20

 ❯  Pray: Praise God for who He is and what He has done. Thank Him that His presence now dwells in 
those who trust in Christ. Ask Him to help you see if you are placing anything above Him in your 
life. If you are aware of anything you’ve been putting before God, confess that to Him. Pray that God 
would forgive you and help you to prioritize your relationship with Him. Pray that He will empower 
you to live a holy life.


