
SUMMER 2016 | SESSION 2

Are You Listening?
1 Samuel 3:1-7,17-21

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: After a long period of silence, in 1 Samuel 3, God speaks, calling Samuel, the last judge 
of the nation of Israel to His service. Much like in Samuel’s day, it is easy for students to assume 
that God is silent, particularly when they read stories like 1 Samuel 3 where God speaks audibly 
to Samuel. Help your student see that just because God doesn’t speak audibly to him or her the 
way He does to Samuel, does not mean God is silent. Jesus is the Word of God become flesh and 
His Word is inspired by God for our good (John 1:14; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). If we want to hear from 
God, we need look no further than His Word, the Bible.

Spend some time discussing the value of studying God’s Word with your student. Stress that the 
Bible is unique. It is inspired by God. Therefore we should study it more carefully, consistently, 
and thoughtfully than any other book. If you’ve experienced personal growth in the past 
through your study of God’s Word, share your experience with your student. If you have not, 
take this opportunity to suggest a course of action with your student for studying the Bible 
together. Challenge yourself and your student to set aside time each day to read the Bible. 
Consider starting a journal where you record insights and applications from God’s Word and 
record prayers to God.

CENTRAL TRUTH
God uses those who are willing to receive and share His message.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: God is not silent; He has made Himself known in the Bible. This should excite us and compel 

us to faithfully read and study His Word. Like Samuel, we must be ready to both receive and share 
God’s Word. If we do not listen to God’s Word, then we will have nothing to say. If we are not willing 
to speak God’s Word, then we might not be listening as we should be. Ask yourself, “Am I listening 
to God’s Word?” Then consider who you are currently sharing Jesus with. Ask God to give you 
opportunities to share His love with others this week.

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Samuel 3:10

 ❯  Pray: Ask God to give you ears to hear His Word, a heart to humbly receive it, and a willingness 
to respond to it in obedience. If you have struggled in this area, share this with God and seek His 
forgiveness for failing to make time with Him a priority. If you desire to grow in this area, express 
this to God and ask Him to strengthen you in hearing and sharing His Word. 


