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Persecution
Acts 5:25-35,38-42

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: This session’s theme and topic is not a popular one, but persecution is a common 
theme throughout Scripture, and something the apostles faced regularly. Talk about Stephen 
and other martyrs in Scripture. In the Keep on Digging section this week, your student was 
challenged to read and memorize 1 Peter 4:12-19. Work on memorizing this as a team and 
encourage your student to write it on a note card or a mirror as a reminder of what they are 
learning and studying in the Book of Acts.

Ask your son or daughter if he or she is prepared to face suffering or persecution. While they 
probably won’t face physical persecution, they may be excluded from activities, or mocked 
for their beliefs at school. If your son or daughter has fears, pray with them about these and 
encourage him or her to be a bold witness for Christ.
 

CENTRAL TRUTH
Like the apostles, we can rejoice in the persecution that comes when we share the gospel.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: The apostles were miraculously broken out of jail by an angel. Then, defying the Sanhedrin 

counsel’s orders, they immediately began preaching the gospel out in the open. They were brought 
back in and questioned, but instead of backing down, they proclaimed the gospel to the Sanhedrin! 
In the private meeting of the Sanhedrin, the wisest among them suggested that God might be on 
the side of the apostles. After the apostles were flogged, they went back to evangelizing on a daily 
basis, but with even more enthusiasm! They had been physically beaten because they bore the name 
of Christ. Ponder this story throughout the week and let it challenge you to be bold as you share 
Jesus with others.

 ❯ Memorize: Acts 5:29

 ❯  Pray: Praise the many names of God, remembering His name is the reason for which the apostles 
were beaten. It is the only name that saves and His name is the name above all names. As you pray, 
invite His will to be done and be willing to face suffering if that is necessary for His kingdom. Ask 
God to give you the boldness of the disciples every day. Forgive anyone who has hurt you and ask 
God for His forgiveness. You don’t have time to hold grudges or to harbor sin: there is good news 
to share!


