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Embrace Suffering
1 Peter 4:1-11

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: Read 1 Peter 4:1-11. In this passage, Peter reminds his readers that the end is near 
and our time in this present world is short. Peter realizes that everything we do in this life is 
preparation for eternity. Knowing that Christ is coming back both to judge and redeem the 
world should motivate us to seize the day, not for our own personal pleasure, but for God’s 
glory. Knowing that Jesus is coming back should move us to choose to suffer for the sake of 
obedience to Christ and in service of our peers and friends.

Consider the Dwell section below and spend some time thinking about the suffering of Jesus. 
His suffering should put our trials in perspective and open our eyes to the ultimate sacrifice of 
our Savior on the cross.

CENTRAL TRUTH
Jesus’ imminent return should move us to suffer for the sake of obedience to Christ.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Meditate on the suffering of Jesus. He not only suffered for ours sins, but He also suffered 

in the desert, resisting the temptation of Satan. He suffered the ridicule and slander of the religious 
leaders all throughout His earthly ministry. How should Jesus’ suffering empower you to chose 
to suffer rather than give in to sin? How might remembering that Jesus rose from the dead and 
ascended into heaven help you remain faithful in the face of suffering? 

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Peter 4:9

 ❯  Pray: Ask God for the grace necessary to choose suffering over sin. Pray that He would help you live 
like the end is near, constantly looking for ways to point people to Christ and to show Christlike 
love and hospitality to others. Ask God to strengthen your love for others, even to the point that it 
is so deep and sincere that people might think you are strange.


