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Suffering to Serve
1 Peter 3:13-22

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: Read 1 Peter 3:13-22 and consider the Central Truth and Personal Challenge that 
your students also have in their Personal Study Guide.

We long for justice, however, it bumps up against the reality that we live in a deeply unjust 
world. We not only see this in horrible injustices present in the world like murder and human 
trafficking, but also in our own everyday experiences. Our good and just actions are not always 
rewarded, in fact, sometimes they are even punished. In 1 Peter 3:13-22, Peter turns to this 
very subject with the hope of encouraging his readers to persevere in doing good while living in 
a culture that did not respect their faith in Christ. Peter encouraged his readers by reminding 
them of the injustice Christ Himself willingly endured for our salvation. 

No matter what level of opposition students face for living for Christ, whether it’s snide 
remarks or worse, remind them that Jesus suffered for them as an example. Knowing that Jesus 
suffered for us gives us the strength we need to continue doing good in the face of opposition.

CENTRAL TRUTH
Suffering deepens our love for Christ and gives us unique opportunities to help others find hope 
in Him.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-22 and Hebrews 12:1-2. Then make a list of what Jesus did for you. 

Do you deserve this? Why or why not? How should the grace God has shown us in Christ, shape the 
way we live on a daily basis? 

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Peter 3:15

 ❯  Pray: Ask God to help you set your hope fully on the grace that is yours in Christ. Pray that as you 
grow to hope in Him more fully that you would also speak of His grace to others more freely. Pray 
for the strength necessary to respond to those who oppose your faith with kindness and love.


