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Jonah and Jesus
Matthew 12:18

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: In Matthew 12:38-42, the harshest critics among Jesus’ contemporaries approached 
Him and demanded to see yet another miracle. The plan was likely to trap Jesus; calling 
Him a fraud if He did not and blasphemously accusing Him of using demonic forces if He did 
(Matt. 12:24). However, Jesus did not play by their rules. He knew that they did not have the 
authority to set the terms of the debate and He did not allow them to. They offered doors A and 
B, but Jesus took door C.

Train your student in apologetics using Jesus’ example in this passage. Help your student to, 
like Jesus, see the faulty foundation upon which accusations against Christianity are made. 
Christianity alone has a complete explanation for the origins of the universe and a perfect 
authoritative basis for a perfect sense of morality. No other worldview can level an accusation 
against an accurate representation of Christianity without committing an act of hypocrisy. 
Guide your student to see that those who would accuse or engage them in debate over their faith 
do not have the authority to set the terms for the discussion. Rather, their accusers have some 
crucial questions to answer for themselves before they can enter the arena with someone with a 
biblical, and therefore complete worldview.

 CENTRAL TRUTH
When critics who had already seen Jesus’ other miracles demanded yet another divine sign from 
Him, Jesus prophesied that the only sign they would see was His resurrection from the depths 
after three days.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Religious leaders who had seen Jesus perform several miracles demanded yet another 

miraculous sign from Him, Jesus rebuked them. We have all the signs we need. In fact, we have 
greater signs right in front of us than generations past. We have the whole counsel of the Word of 
God. We have Jesus’ resurrection and, if we believe in this proclamation from God, we will be saved.

 ❯ Memorize: Matthew 12:18

 ❯  Pray: Give God glory for the way He provides us with all we need to believe and lead godly lives 
(2 Pet. 1:3). Make a proclamation of your faith in Him whom you love without seeing (1 Pet. 1:8- 9). 
Invite His will to be done in your life and ask Him to deliver you from temptation. Ask for His 
forgiveness for any sin in your life that resembles the behavior of the scribes and Pharisees in this 
Scripture. Commit to Him that you will forgive anyone in your life who has wronged you. Tell Him 
you love Him.


