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The Narrow Gate
Matthew 7:13-27

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: Read Matthew 7:13-27 before speaking with your student. In this passage, Jesus 
gave the incredibly heavy and important teaching that someone who is truly saved will bear 
godly fruit and do God’s will, whereas someone who is not saved will continually not. In this 
Scripture, Jesus described the scene in which people who thought themselves to be saved listed 
all of the seemingly godly things they had done for Him, but God replies that He never knew 
them. They were never truly saved in the first place. This passage, along with 2 Peter 1:10 and 
Philippians 2:12 call us to be sure that we are in fact saved and not merely lulled into nominal 
Christianity by the Enemy.

Verses 13-23 of this passage explain the differences between being saved and not being saved. 
Then, verses 24-27 do the same thing, but with an added message about the way in which a 
believer’s spiritual house, which is built on Christ, will endure the coming storm. Coach your 
student to understand the eternal importance of Jesus’ message in this passage. If you see the 
Holy Spirit’s presence, repentance from sin, godly fruit, and supernatural love in your student’s 
life, then encourage him or her with the assurance that Jesus provides in verse 25.

 CENTRAL TRUTH
Christians will strive to act upon God’s Word and bear godly fruit. Unbelievers, however, will 
not truly live according to God’s Word and some will be shocked when they stand in judgment 
before God.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Jesus draws a line between Christians and unbelievers. He describes a narrow gate versus 

a wide gate, good fruit versus bad fruit, and a solid foundation versus a foundation of sand. In this 
passage, we see that true salvation will produce results that are consistent with repentance. People 
who thought they were saved by just saying the right words and doing Christian-like things will be 
shocked when God declares, “I never knew you.” Know God. Build your house on the Rock. Confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead 
(Rom. 10:9).

 ❯ Memorize: Matthew 7:13

 ❯  Pray: Give God glory for this teaching. Be willing to enter through the narrow gate even when the 
crowd takes the easy way through the wide gate. Yield to the Holy Spirit and seek to bear fruit that 
is consistent with salvation. Declare to God that you want Him to be the foundation upon which 
your life is built so that when the storm comes, your house will not crash, and when judgment 
comes, you will know God.


