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We Need Him
Matthew 5:17-22,27-30,43-45

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: In the portions of the Sermon on the Mount that were covered in this session, Jesus 
thoroughly established the necessity of His own crucifixion and resurrection by showing that 
no one is righteous enough to earn heaven. It is not only sinful to commit murder and to commit 
adultery, but it is also sinful to insult someone and to look at someone lustfully. It is not enough 
to love: we must also love those who persecute us. In Matthew 5:48, Jesus instructed us to be 
perfect! So, no one measures up … except for Him.

Ask your student about the way he or she speaks to classmates, teammates, neighbors, family 
members, and friends. Do they pass the Sermon on the Mount test? Invite your student to 
speak honestly with you about lust. If this is something he or she struggles with, use this 
teaching of Matthew 5:28 as a time to establish online and mobile device accountability 
measures to protect your student from pornography if you have not done so already.

 CENTRAL TRUTH
We all desperately need Jesus. None of us is righteous enough to earn entry into heaven by his 
or her own merits.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: The purpose of the Old Testament law came into focus with Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

By taking the law to its fullest extent, Jesus showed us just how far we fall from the perfection that 
would earn the kingdom of heaven. It is not only sinful to murder and to commit adultery, but it is 
also sinful to insult someone and to look at someone lustfully. It is not enough to love. We must love 
even those who persecute us as they are also created in the image of God. Even the lives of those 
who do terrible things are sacred and even those who continually strive to stay in repentance from 
sin will experience affliction according to God’s will.

 ❯ Memorize: Matthew 5:44

 ❯  Pray: Praise God for who He is. Thank Him for fulfilling the law that we could not live up to on 
our own (Rom. 10). Confess to Him that you are a sinner and that your righteousness falls short of 
His glory and His kingdom (Rom. 3:23). Confess any sins you have committed by insulting people, 
by lusting after someone, or by failing to love. Acknowledge in prayer that He makes the rain 
fall and the sun shine in our lives. Specifically lift up to Him the people who have persecuted you 
(Matt. 5:44).


