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The Magi
Matthew 2:1-15

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: This session contrasts the way the wise men saw Jesus with the way Herod viewed 
Him. The wise men investigated the prophecies surrounding Him and, when they found Him, 
they worshiped Him. Herod saw the same prophecies fulfilled and even had his own chief 
priests and scribes help the wise men on their way. However, he did not worship Jesus, but felt 
threatened by Him and then tried to have Him killed.

If your student has not come to see that Jesus is Lord the way the wise men did, then lay out 
the gospel as an undeniable fulfillment of prophecy and pray that the Holy Spirit moves on 
your student’s heart. Help them understand that indifference toward the gospel is a rejection 
of the gospel by default. If your student is a Christian, then point to the way Herod viciously 
defended his throne; not wanting to grant Jesus lordship over anything in his life. Have an 
honest conversation and share an area in your life that you have a hard time surrendering over 
to God. Give your student an opportunity to share. Encourage your student to fully surrender 
the throne of his or her heart and daily life to Christ and do the same in your own life.

 CENTRAL TRUTH
People either see that Jesus is Lord and worship Him as the wise men did, or they deny that 
Jesus is Lord and try to suppress the truth as Herod did. 

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Herod saw the prophecies of the Messiah coming true right under his nose and he tried to 

sabotage them. The wise men saw the same prophecies coming true and this filled them with such 
joy that they worshiped Jesus with gifts. Jesus is polarizing. We cannot hear the gospel and be truly 
indifferent about it: even responding with indifference is rejecting the gospel by default. Matthew 
2 brings us face-to-face with the same messianic prophecies and shows how Jesus fulfilled them; 
leaving us to respond either the way that Herod did, or how the wise men did.

 ❯ Memorize: Matthew 2:11

 ❯  Pray: Give God praise for the way He fulfilled perfectly His own prophetic Word. Acknowledge the 
enormous scope of God’s sovereignty (authority) over time itself and appreciate the design He laid 
out for these prophecies to be fulfilled. Express to Him the faith you have in His prophecies that 
have yet to be fulfilled. With joy in your heart, like the joy of the wise men, bring Him gifts of praise 
and commit to give Him whatever He lays on your heart to give.


