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The Baptizer
Matthew 3:1-12

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: In this session, your student encountered John the Baptist; an unkempt wild man who 
embodied the fulfillment of ancient Scripture and who ate bugs. John the Baptist told people 
about Jesus before His first arrival and we are to do the same before His return. John the 
Baptist’s message was confrontational to hypocrites and he held nothing back.

Ask your student what he or she found most fascinating about John the Baptist. Discuss ways 
in which you both need to be more like John the Baptist and ways in which you already are like 
him. Also, have an honest discussion about ways in which you and your student may sometimes 
be like the hypocritical Pharisees. Be practical in the way you unpack plans to remain repentant 
from those sins. Wrap up your discussion by reinforcing the fact that Christians are given a 
similar commissioning; to tell the world about Jesus.

 

CENTRAL TRUTH
John the Baptist told people about Jesus before His first arrival and we are to do the same 
before His return.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Similar to the way people of the intertestamental period eagerly awaited Christ’s first 

coming, we eagerly await His second coming. In a sense, Christians are to echo the work of John 
the Baptist by living as radical heralds of His approach. John called out the Pharisees on their 
unrepentant lifestyles and showed them that such hypocrisy would be their undoing. Today, we 
heed this same warning by, filled with the Holy Spirit, striving to bear fruit that is consistent with 
repentance from sin and we share the news of Jesus with the people in our lives.

 ❯ Memorize: Matthew 3:3

 ❯  Pray: Thank God for the ministry of John the Baptist. Give God praise for the way He fulfilled 
prophesy in John the Baptist’s life. Confess any sins in your life that remind you of the Pharisees in 
this passage and invite God to have His perfect will done in your life–even if that means pointing 
people to heaven in a radical way as John the Baptist did.


